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PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP 2
Date                              : 1 June 2010 (Tuesday)
Time                              : 09:30 – 17:30
Title of the Workshop : Transportation and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Name of Organization : Global Alliance on Accessible Technologies and Environments (GAATES)
Name of Presenters    : Betty Dion, Mukhtar Al Shibani, Bob Topping, Tom Rickert

Language                     :  English

Organization Profile 
The Global Alliance on Accessible Technologies and Environments (GAATES) is the leading international organization dedicated to the promotion of accessibility of the built, virtual and social environment including transportation and habitat.

GAATES has over 150 members in over 25 countries in all regions of the world. . GAATES mission is the development, promotion and dissemination of knowledge and information regarding the understanding and implementation of accessibility of sustainable built, social, and virtual environments. 


Theme of the Workshop

The focus of the workshop is on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities that has been signed by over 130 countries with 70 ratifying the Optional Protocol.   Countries that have signed the Convention have obligations to meet over 30 articles.  Accessibility has been described as the spinal cord of the Convention as it impacts all elements of the lives of people with disabilities.  The workshop is focussed on how to implement the accessible transportation components of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as follows:

Speakers:

Objective of the Convention: the specific articles that relate to accessible transportation by Betty Dion, President of GAATES

Tom Rickert, Executive Director, Access Exchange International, implementing accessible transportation 

Break

Assistive Technologies in the Built Environment by Mukhtar Al Shibani, Vice President of GAATES

Architect Elements of Accessible Transportation Facilities, Bob Topping, Treasurer of GAATES

20 minutes each presentation

Questions to follow

Open Discussion is welcome: 

· Implementation of the Convention in each participant’ country

· How to move the accessibility agenda forward within the context of the UN Convention 

· Country’s reporting and monitoring responsibilities 

The afternoon meeting provides a forum for GAATES members attending TRANSED 2010 and all interested delegates to discuss GAATES initiatives and to network. 

